
Advent of Organic farming 
Organic farming has grown out of the conscious 

efforts by inspired people to create the best possible 
relationship between the earth and men. Since its 
beginning the sphere surrounding organic agriculture 
has become considerably more complex. A major 
challenge today is certainly its entry into the policy 
making arena, its entry into anonymous global market 
and the transformation of organic products into 
commodities. During the last two decades, there 
has also been a significant sensitization of the global 
community towards environmental preservation and 
assuring of food quality. Ardent promoters of organic 
farming consider that it can meet both these demands 
and become the mean for complete development of 
rural areas. After almost a century of development 
organic agriculture is now being embraced by the 
mainstream and shows great promise commercially, 
socially and environmentally. While there is continuum 
of thought from earlier days to the present, the modern 
organic movement is radically different from its original 
form. It now has environmental sustainability at its core 

in addition to the founders concerns for healthy soil, 
healthy food and healthy people.

Concept of organic farming 
Organic farming is very much native to this land. 

Whosoever tries to write a history of organic farming 
will have to refer India and China. The farmers of these 
two countries are farmers of 40 centuries and it is 
organic farming that sustained them. This concept of 
organic farming is based on following principles: 

• Nature is the best role model for farming, since 
it does not use any inputs nor demand unreasonable 
quantities of water. 

ORGANIC FARMING
Concept, Impotance And Future In India

rganic Farming Organic farming is a holistic production management system which 
promotes and enhances agro-ecosystem health, including biodiversity, biological cycles, and 
soil biological activity. It emphasizes, the use of management practices in preference to the 

use of off –farm inputs, taking into account that regional conditions require locally adapted systems. 
This is accomplished by using, where possible, agronomic, biological, and mechanical methods, as 
opposed to using synthetic materials, to fulfil any specific function within the system (FAO, 1999). 
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• The entire system is based on intimate understanding 
of nature’s ways. The system does not believe in 
mining of the soil of its nutrients and do not degrade 
it in any way for today’s needs. • The soil in this 
system is a living entity 

• The soil’s living population of microbes and other 
organisms are significant contributors to its fertility 
on a sustained basis and must be protected and 
nurtured at all cost. 

• The total environment of the soil, from soil structure 
to soil cover is more important.

Advantages of organic farming
1. It helps to maintain environment health by reducing 

the level of pollution.
2. It reduces human and animal health hazards by 

reducing the level of residues in the product.
3. It helps in keeping agricultural production at a 

sustainable level.
4. It reduces the cost of agricultural production and 

also improves the soil health.
5. It ensures optimum utilization of natural resources 

for short-term benefit and helps in conserving them 
for future generation.

6. It not only saves energy for both animal and 
machine, but also reduces risk of crop failure.

7. It improves the soil physical properties such as 
granulation, good tilth, good aeration, easy root 
penetration and improves water-holding capacity 
and reduces erosion.

8. It improves the soil’s chemical properties such 
as supply and retention of soil nutrients, reduces 
nutrient loss into water bodies and environment 
and promotes favourable chemical reactions.

Organic Agriculture in India 
Emergence

The growth of organic agriculture in India has 
three dimensions and is being adopted by farmers for 
different reasons. First category of organic farmers are 
those which are situated in no-input or low-input use 
zones, for them organic is a way of life and they are 
doing it as a tradition (may be under compulsion in the 
absence of resources needed for conventional high 
input intensive agriculture). Second category of farmers 
are those which have recently adopted the organic in 
the wake of ill effects of conventional agriculture, may 
be in the form of reduced soil fertility, food toxicity 
or increasing cost and diminishing returns. The third 
category comprised of farmers and enterprises which 
have systematically adopted the commercial organic 
agriculture to capture emerging market opportunities 
and premium prices. While majority of farmers in first 
category are traditional (or by default) organic they 
are not certified, second category farmers comprised 
of both certified and un-certified but majority of third 
category farmers are certified. These are the third 
category commercial farmers which are attracting 



most attention. The entire data available on organic 
agriculture today, relates to these commercial organic 
farmers.

Growing area
Emerging from 42,000 ha under certified organic 

farming during 2003-04, the organic agriculture 
has grown almost 29 fold during the last 5 years. By 
March 2010 India has brought more than 4.48 million 
ha area under organic certification process. Out of 
this cultivated area accounts for 1.08 million ha while 
remaining 3.4 million ha is wild forest harvest collection 
area.

Regulatory mechanism
For quality assurance the country has internationally 

acclaimed certification process in place for export, 
import and domestic markets. National Programme 
on Organic Production (NPOP) defines the regulatory 
mechanism and is regulated under two different acts 
for export and domestic markets. NPOP notified under 
Foreign Trade Development and Regulation Act (FTDR) 
looks after the export requirement. The NPOP notified 
under this act has already been granted equivalence by 
European Union and Sweden. USDA has also accepted 
the conformity assessment system of NPOP. Due to 
this, the product certified by any Indian accredited 
certification agency under NPOP can be exported to 
Europe, Sweden and USA without the requirement 
of re-certification. To look after the requirement of 
import and domestic market the same NPOP has been 
notified under Agriculture Produce Grading, Marking 

and Certification Act (APGMC). Regulatory body of 
NPOP under FTDR act is Agricultural and Processed 
Foods Export Development Authority (APEDA) under 
Ministry of Commerce and of NPOP under APGMC 
act is Agricultural Marketing Advisor (AMA) under 
Ministry of Agriculture. Accreditation of Certification 
and Inspection Agencies is being granted by a common 
National Accreditation Body (NAB). 18 accredited 
certification agencies are looking after the requirement 
of certification process. Out of country with highest 
arable cultivated land under organic management. India 
has also achieved the status of single largest country in 
terms of total area under certified organic wild harvest 
collection. With the production of more than 77,000 
MT of organic cotton lint India had achieved the status 
of largest organic cotton grower in the world a year 
ago, with more than 50% of total world’s organic 
cotton. 

Growing organic food market 
Although no systematic information is available 

on size of organic food market by as per the survey 
conducted by the International Competence Centre 
forOrganic Agriculture (ICCOA) in top 8 metro cities of 
India (which comprise about 5.3 % of the households) 
the market potential for organic foods in 2006 in top 
8 metros of the country is at Rs 562 crore taking into 
account current purchase patterns of consumer in 
modern retail format. The overall market potential is 
estimated to be around Rs.1452 crore.these 4 agencies 
are under public sector while remaining 14 are under 
private management.



Contact for More Information

Organic Farmer Producer Association of India
J-890, Phase-III, Tonk Road, Sitapura Industrial Area, Jaipur, Rajasthan- 302022
Mobile : 97850-15005, 98875-55005, 81073-79410, 83291-99541, 96100-02243, 78919-55005 
E-mail : •atul.hcms@gmail.com, •info@iiaasd.com, •organic.naturaljpr@gmail.com, 
•info@sunriseagriland.com, sunriseagrilandb2b@gmail.com
Website : •www.hcms.org.in, •www.iiaasd.com, •www.sunriseagriland.com
Important Links: •https://www.hcms.org.in/ofpai.php, •https://www.hcms.org.in/sunrise-organic-park.php
•https://www.hcms.org.in/mai-hu-kisan.php •https://www.hcms.org.in/organic-maures-and-pesticides.php

Important features of Indian organic sector 
With the phenomenal growth in area under organic 

management and growing demand for wild harvest 
products India has emerged as the single largest country 
with highest arable cultivated land under organic 
management. India has also achieved the status of single 
largest country in terms of total area under certified 
organic wild harvest collection.With the production of 
more than 77,000 MT of organic cotton lint India had 
achieved the status of largest organic cotton grower 
in the world a year ago, with more than 50% of total 
world’s organic cotton.

Future prospects 
Although, commercial organic agriculture with its 

rigorous quality assurance system is a new market 
controlled, consumer-centric agriculture system 
world over, but it has grown almost 25-30% per year 
during last 10 years. In spite of recession fears the 

growth of organic is going unaffected. The movement 
started with developed world is gradually picking up in 
developing countries. But demand is still concentrated 
in developed and most affluent countries. Local demand 
for organic food is growing. India is poised for faster 
growth with growing domestic market. Success of 
organic movement in India depends upon the growth 
of its own domestic markets. 

India has traditionally been a country of organic 
agriculture, but the growth of modern scientific, input 
intensive agriculture has pushed it to wall. But with 
the increasing awareness about the safety and quality 
of foods, long term sustainability of the system and 
accumulating evidences of being equally productive, 
the organic farming has emerged as an alternative 
system of farming which not only address the quality 
and sustainability concerns, but also ensures a debt 
free, profitable livelihood option.

(Source : National Center for Organic Farming-NCOF)


